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Agriculture 


Tlie  progressive  policy  of  tiic  Hearst  Covernment  toward 
njrrirultme  iias  boeu  niaiuljunod  in  fulfiliueut  of  the  aimou?i''e- 
iiient  hy  Sir  ^Villiara  Hearst  on  .assuiuinjr  tlio  Icadcrsliip  in 
Dtloher*  11)14.  Dunuu  tlie  y*-ais  of  the  war  that  policy  '.\aa 
aiineil  fii-st  to  achieve  a  maximiiin  cf  production,  second,  to  bet- 
ter ill  every  way  the  conditions  under  whicii  the  industry  is 
i-nrried  on,  nn<I.  tliirtl,  to  improve  the  standard  and  quality  of 
farm  products  in  Ontario  as  woiild  insure  for  the  Province  con- 
tinued leadei-ship  in  agriculture  in  tliis  country. 

Agriculture  lins  receive<l  more  representation  in  the  Hearst 
Cabinet  tiian  in  any  other  Ministry  in  the  history  of  the  Pro- 
vince. There  has  always  been  «tne  farmer  in  the  Cabinet,  ani 
for  the  most  part  tliere  have  been  two,  which  is  the  case  at  the 
present  time.  ^ 

In  ]90-l  the  expenditure  on  agi-icuJttire  was  $475,000.  For 
3918  the  expentliture  by  the  Heai-st  (Jovernment  was  $1,508,000. 
According  to  the  Bureau  of  Industries  statistics  the  total  value 
of  the  agricultural  assets  of  the  Province  in  1904  was  $1,127,915,- 
C:'.8.  In  1917  these  assets  amounted  to  $1,572,069,071,  an  increase 
of  .$444,154,733.  For  1918  the  value  of  the  farm  products  of 
Ontaiio  was: 

Field  Crops - $.164,037,017 

Live  Stock  _ - 100,000,000 

Dairy  Produce  80,000.000 

Total $544,037,617 

Pocd  Production 

In  reviewing  the  agricultural  policy  of  the  Government  it 
is  important  to  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1914. 
Following  the  outbicak  rf  hrstilitics  nnd  the  consequent  to- 
hu-ution  cf  trade.  Crctt  Britain  was  compelled  to  look  to  the 
North  American  continent— and  especially  Canada— for  her  sup- 
plies of  foodstulYs. 

A  series  of  patiiotic  nnd  production  mcetitigs  were  held,  with 
a  view  to  layiii!^  before  the  farmers  the  situation  in  the  matter 
of  fo((l  production  and  to  disseminate  infornuition  which  would 
be  helpful.  In  addition  to  these  meetings,  the  regular  met  -ings 
of  the  Department  as  well  as  the  Departiacntal  publicity  work 
emphasized  the  need. 
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In  ...e  winter  of  1916-17,  following  the  very  advers.  ueali.or 
ft^IShl  «-^  ^  ^  *  Pohcy  of  unrestricted  submarine  warfare  a 

Sw'  ^,^!?,'»"»'°"  of  special  bulletins,  a.ul  iTrJ.licUv  w  S  ienor- 
f J;wi"  ^''^'''^7:  19",  a  special  campaign  uas  la.uc.|.o<rwitl. 
a  view  to  encouratnng  backyard  gardening  and  ^20  000  was  s  >Jnt 
for  this  purpose  with  very  excellent  results.  ^ 

-fo«iT^®  crop  shortage  had  also  a  wrions  cfTect  on  t'.e  smplv  of 
staple  needs  in  many  lines.    The  Depa.tn.cnt.  therefore   u.  der- 

ffn°a  *  if-T^f  ^-""P.P'-   °^  «<^^^^  P«t«t«c«'  "«tH.  beans  a.  d      her 
hues  which  It  distributed  to  the  farme.^  at  cost.    It  was  fou  d 
however,  that  many  farme.-s  were  unable  to  pnv  ,.aHl.  for  t Ivir 
«.5rr  '^  ''  ]"^  obtainable,  and  here  the  (Jovernment  aldn 
Bankf:^^  a''""'^/-  ^"  ^';'«'3S<^"'<^"t  was  ,„ade  with  the  Can  d=a 
Bankers  Association  and  the  Organisation  of  IJcsonrcos  f, 
mittee,  whereby  the  banks  throughout  the  count.a-  woni  ^haZ 
to  farmers  a  sum  of  money  up  to  .«200  to  as.si.st  ti.cn    nie 
purcha.se  of  seed  and  thus  insure  a  maxinunn  production. 

The  sum  of  .$290,915  was  utilized  for  this  purpose  rendering 
very  practical  help  in  hundreds  of  cases.  ienacun„ 

Tractor  Ssrvico 
In  1917  the  Department  undertook  to  ns.si.st  tlic  farmers  bv 
suppbrmg  tractors  and  in  this  way  relieve  the  labor  shoT  age    s 
itL      P°r^?'°   ''"/^   demonstrate   the   usefulness   of   the   fann 

WkThH  TSr«  '"''^  '''^  '''''"'-T^  throughout  the  seano,;;  of 
1J1<  and  1918  in  accordance  with  the  demand.  In  all  the  De- 
partment  purchased  129  tractoi-s  and  these  were  distribrted  in 
almost  every  county  in  the  Province,  being  placed  at  the  .lispnsal 
?n  in  ?r^'^  *m.i  basis  approximating  the  erst  of  operation. 
In  all  between  40000  and  50.000  acres  were  ploughed  an.I  i. 
tween  6,000  and  7,000  acres  were  cultivated  as  a  Pcsult  of  ^l.is 
service, 

anthoritlpf  ^'r^^-l''  Department  in  co-opo-ation  witl,  the  Federal 
authonties,  distributed    at    cost    200    popular    priced    tri.ctrrs 

Sll'rru^i  ^"^  ^''f  ^'™?'"'  "^  *'■*=  Vvnvmo^  a  total  of  $40,000.' 
The  result  has  not  only  been  a  veiy  .substantial  addition  tc  the 

ny^^f^'fTr  °^  "'"  ^'''"^•^""f  '•"*  ^'■^"t  •"^'^^^''t  in  the  whole 
luestion  of  farm  power  on   the  part  of  the  farn.ci-s  of   .he 

inc.  of  4L Jn''  '"*='"!«*'"«  '>f "  f"'thcr  developed  by  the  hold- 
ing of  bJiort  Coui-ses  m  Farm  Power. 

tl,»f '^oor™?^l"'\""'y  *''^  'y°'*'^  of  '«"t  ^^"iter  it  might  be  stated 
that  225  students  attended  the  two  Aveeks'  short  coni-so  at  the 
Ontario  Agricultural  College,  being  the  largest  mimber  in  any 


short  course.  A  total  of  226  and  100  respectively  attended 
similar  courses  at  Chatham  and  Kempville,  while  a  total  of 
12,270  attended  32  one  or  two  day  courbcs  which  were  held  in 
nearly  every  county  in  the  Province  throughout  the  winter. 
To-day  there  are  approximately  1,000  tractors  in  use 'by  the 
farmers  of  Ontario. 


Field  Crop  Competitions 


Number  of  Societies 

Number  of  Competitors 
Number  of  Acres  


1904 
..    0 
..    0 
..    0 


1913 
159 
3,500 
3^000 


1918 

180 

7,500 

40,000 


When  the  standing  field  crop  competitions  were  inaugurated 
the  Government  grant  amounted  to  $1,000.  For  the  current  year 
the  grant  to  agricultural  societies  holding  field  crop  competitions 
is  $25,500.  Out  of  this  the  Dominion  Government  gives  a  special 
subvention  of  $14,000.  These  annual  field  crop  com-3etitions  have 
grown  in  importance  under  the  leadership  of  the'  Department, 
and  the  publicity  given  to  the  awards  enables  the  farmers  to 
find  a  ready  market  for  their  grains.  Indeed  som°  have  received 
as  much  as  150  per  cent,  more  than  the  current  market  price  for 
their  crops. 

Agricultural  Societies 

The  total  amount  expended  through  the  Agricultural 
Societies  Branch  iu  about  $225,000.  There  are  350  agricultural 
societies  in  the  Province,  and  in  1918  these  receivef"  in  grants 
$90,000. 

The  attendance  at  these  fairs  last  year  was  over  1,200  000. 
To  these  societies  the  Department  sends  out  150  expert  judges, 
free  of  cliarge,  for  the  field  crop  competitions,  while  250  judges 
are  assigned  for  other  purposes.  Owing  io  adverse  weather  con- 
ditions and  the  consequent  falling  off  in  gate  receipt?  a  fund 
was  provided  as  insurance  against  bad  weather. 

To  spring  seed  fairs,  horse  and  cattle  shows  $3,500  is  paid. 

The  horticultural  societies  have  grown  until  they  now  have 
a  membership  of  20,000  and  receive  $17,000  in  grants. 

The  Ontario  Vegetable  Growers'  Assciation  receives  an 
annual  grant  of  $800.  This  Association  hat  branches  all  over 
the  Province  and  holds  field  crop  competitions. 

In  previous  years  the  beautification  of  homes  and  parks  and 
public  buildings  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  urban 
municipalities.  The  Act  has  been  changed  so  that  rural  munici- 
palities may  take  up  this  line  of  work. 


The  Ontnrio  Plonglimcn'a  Association  receives  an  nnnu.'ii 
grant  of  s^l.OOO  and  awards  in  prl.-^os  $*2,500.  T!ic  intemntionnl 
ploughing;  match  and  farm  machinery  demonstration,  whicli  will 
be  held  this  year  in  Chatham— the  corn  belt  of  Ontario — will 
attract  not  less  than  30,000  visiloi-s. 

To  enconrape  the  fannci-s  of  Northern  Ontario  the  r.ovcni- 
ir,  t  pivcH  agiicnltnral  societies  in  that  section  twj  dollai-s  for 
every  dollar  raised  by  themselves,  and  iu  addition  a  special  {rrnnt 
of  $5,000  is  provided  to  assist  thcni. 

The  early  results  that  had  attended  the  innovation  of  the 
Department  in  interesting  hoys  and  giils  in  f«!-ni  life  and  aj^i- 
c'olturc  by  tie  holding  of  school  fail's  warranti<l  an  extension  of 
the  work.  From  the  fiprures  compiled  in  rcsptrt  of  these  fairs 
for  1918  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  the  scliool  fair  uocs  a  loner 
way  toward  solving  the  problem  of  conveying  scientitlu  and 
practical  iustmction  to  ^hc  young  people  of  tlu  fnrm. 

School  Fairs 
In  19104  no  school  fairs  were  held  in  the  Pronnce. 

In  iyi4, 150  school  fai..<  were  held. 

In  1918,  307  .school  fairs  Avcre  held. 

These  307  fairs  embraced      2.8C8  schools. 

71, 08()  pupils, 
07,93^.  plots. 
117.749  entiles, 
and  an  attendance  of  86.318  cliildrcn. 

and  94,888  idults. 

These  figures  are  a  plain  icstimony  of  the  growing  popularity 
ax-d  usefulness  of  the  school  fairs.  In  addition  to  the  sec<l  sup- 
plied for  the  plots  the  Depaitmcnt  tliiough  the  Agricultural 
Repres'^Mtativcs  distributed  9,940  dozen  eggs  from  bred-to-lay 
strains. 

In  de  elopiiig  the  social  side  of  fai-m  life  and  accomplishing 
practical  results  iu  relation  to  domestic  fanu  problems  and  secur- 
ing the  betterment  of  rural  conditions  no  cgency  has  been  of 
greater  usefulness  than  the  Women's  Instinitcs.  Tlicsc  <ugan- 
izations  have  grown  in  size  and  influence  under  the  direction  of 
the  Department. 

Number  in  1904 

Number  in  1914 

Number  in  1918 


57 


Membewhip  in  1904 
■Vfembership  in  1914 
Membership  in  IQIS 


900 

5.4:{:j 

-'4.000 

30,000 


During  these  years  the  Department  has  contintrfed  the 
demonstration  lecture  courses  in  domestic  science,  home  nursing 
sewing,  etc.,  but  a  large  part  of  the  time  of  the  Institutes  since 
the  commencement  of  *he  war  has  been  devoted  to  patriotic 
work.  At  no  period  during  the  protracted  struggle  did  their 
actnities  wane.  Canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  socks,  shirts, 
hospital  supplies,  comforts  of  all  sorts  and  a  large  sum  of  money 
was  collected.  During  the  year  1918  they  raised  in  ^oney  or 
kind  over  $800,000.  Indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  accurately 
value  the  amount  of  supplies  and  comforts  that  were  donated 
through  the  work  of  the  Women's  Institutes. 

Agricaltural  Bepresmitatiyes 

The  system  of  Agricultural  Representatives,  which  was 
started  under  Sir  James  Whitney,  has  been  extended.  There 
are  to^ay  forty-eight  of  these  district  offices  in  the  Province. 
By  this  system,  the  benefits  of  the  Agricultural  Coll«ge  are 
brought  direct  to  the  farms,  and  as  a  result  of  the  cooperation 
which  is  maintained  between  these  offices  and  the  Labor  Branch 
an  easy  and  efficient  method  of  dealing  with  the  farm  labor 
problems  has  been  devised,  while  movements  of  labor  may  be 
directed  from  one  part  of  the  Province  to  another. 

A  word  might  be  said  about  the  duties  of  these  Agricultural 
Kepresentatives. 

Organize  and  conduct  short  courses  in  live  stock  judging, 

fruit    growing,    seed    selection,    operation    of    power 

machinery,  etc. 
Organize  and  supervize  work  of  Farmers'  Clubs. 
Conduct  drainage  demonstrations  and  make  drainage  surveys. 
Encourage  and  organize  field  crop  competitions. 
Conduct  experiments  in  the  use  of  fertilizers. 
Organize  and  conduct  school  fairs. 
Conduct  stock  judging  competitions  for  children. 
Hold  seed  and  weed  meetings. 
Take  charge  of  demonstration  orchards. 
Hold  exhibits  at  fall  fairs  to  show  results  from  spraying, 

and  demonstrate  spraying  apparatus  and  how  to  combat 

insects  and  weeds. 
Survey  waste  land. 

Help  organize  egg  circles  and  cooperative  societies. 
Act  as  judges  at  fall  fairs. 
Assist  in  campaign  for  increased  production. 
Encourage  young  people  to  take  part  in  various  competitions, 

such  as  acre  profit  competitions,  baby  beef,  hog  feeding, 

dairy  profit,  etc. 
Conduct    experiments    of    all    kinds,    attend   meetings    of 


Farmers'  Clubs,  Women's  Institutes,  Farmers'  Institutes, 
Boards  of  Agriculture;  p.d\dse  \\'ith  and  assist  the 
farmerb  in  dealing  with  all  Mieir  problems. 

Deyelopment  in  Dairying 

Rapid  developments  have  been  made  in  dairying  in  recent 
yearfc  The  banner  province  presents  a  great  diversity  in  this 
industry.  Nearly  twice  the  amount  of  cheese  is  manufactured  in 
Ontario  as  in  all  the  other  Provinces  combi  ed  and  Ontario  is  a 
close  second  to  Quebec  ir  butter;  while  the  great  bulk  of  con- 
densed milk  and  practically  all  the  milk  powder  used  in  Canada 
is  produced  in  Ontario.  Then  in  the  i^atter  of  city  mil  .  supp.y 
and  ice  cream  manufacturing  she  leads  again.  Ontario  produced 
121,173,000  lbs.  of  cheese  valued  wholesale  at  $25,500,000  and 
24,684,0000  lbs.  of  butter  valued  at  $9,872,000  in  1918.  In  con- 
densed milk  the  annual  production  has  a  value  of  $6,0S9,00O 
Add  to  this  the  ice  cream,  city  milk  supply  and  the  butter  manu- 
factured on  the  farm,  making  a  grand  total  of  approximately 
$80,000,000. 

With  dairy  schools  at  Guelph  an'  Kingston  and  a  staff  of 
31  Instructors  visiting  the  factories  ana  creameries  throughout 
the  manufacturing  season,  and  with  the  butter-grading  station 
to  look  after  creamery  interests,  Ontario  is  well  equipped  for 
rapid  development  along  dairying  lines.  It  is  a  branch  which 
should  appeal  strongly  to  returned  soldiers  who  propose  going 
on  the  land  as  it  gives  immediate  and  continrous  returns  and  is 
an  insurance  against  depleting  the  fertility  of  the  farm. 

Live  Stock  Industry 

One  branch  of  the  agricultural  industry  that  is  receiving 
special  attention  from  the  Department  is  live  stock.  The  present 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  on  assuming  office,  declared  he  would 
apply  himself  particularly  to  the  development  of  the  live  stock 
industry  in  order  that  Ontario  may  continue  to  be  the  breeding 
ground  for  the  rest  of  Canada. 

During  the  year  1918  the  amount  expended  through  the  Live 
Stock  Branch  was  approximately  $150,000.  That  the  policy  of 
making  liberal  grants  for  the  encouragement  of  breeding  is 
seen  in  the  great  improvement  in  the  quality  of  stock  shown 
at  Guelph,  Ottawa  and  Toronto,  and  the  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  pure  bred  cattle  raised  by  farmers.  At  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  that 
a  ranch  specialist  would  be  appointed.  A  survey  has  been  made 
of  ranching  lands  in  Ontario,  and  forty  ranches  are  now  in 
operation. 

The  Ranch  Specialist,  who  will  have  his  headquarters  at 
Burwash  Industrial  Farm,  will  conduct  experiments  in  tuminis- 


trative  work  of  interest  to  tlic  rancher.  Tl.ese  experiments  wUl 
eletit  i\rr  "'^''^fr'^-^ .'or  housing  live  stocir mXds  of 
clearing  laiul  and  making  it  ready  for  grazing,  winter  feeding 
ol  live  stock,  and  snch  other  problems  a!  confronVthe  ranehef 
Large  tract.s  of  land  are  located  in  the  northern  section  of  the 
Province  and  in  Hastings,  JIaliburton,  Pariy  Sound  and  Mani 
toulm  Jsland  which  will  make  splendid  .aiK-ldng  territory  Thi" 
work  wil  he  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  rKvinciS 
Secre lary  s  Dei>artment,  which  will  provide  facilities  at  Bumash 
foiin  lor  the  carrying  on  of  such  experiments  as  nay  be  neceS^iy 
To  give  further  protection  to  ranchcr-s  who  use  a  brand   an 

tv'n^^f:^,'::^-'"''^''^  authorizing   the   registrar   of 
uianus  10  prevent  infringement. 

The  Stallion  Knrolln.cnt  Board  has  done  crTcctive  work  in 
encouraging  the  breeding  of  l,etter  horns  in  Ontario     O.dypuJe 
bred  stallions  arc  now  licensed.    The  ownc.-s  of  tl.ese  horses  ^e 
eeivo  annually  in  premiums  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollar 
hrcl  s*;.»n*J"  n^"'"*'^  ""^  Co-operative  Car  Shipments  of  pure 

ar?„ren  If;^  fn?"/r""  ^  ^"'''"*  °^  ^'^  ^  "'^^«  «'"1  the  De- 
j«  tmcnt  pays  for  the  neces.sary  management.  Last  year  over 
3,100  head  of  calfle  were  sold  under  tWs  plan 

undcMlds  Prnnll  ^";""l  '  ^''9^'^^'on,  have  also  been  organized 
unuei  tins  Lranck    Lach  leccives  an  annual  grant  of  .$.^0 

brr.,1  «.^''?"*  ^  P^'l''.'^^^  i-"  given  associations  handling  pure 
bred  sv.ek  for  sale.  This  is  limited  to  $150  i>cr  vcar  for  each 
association    .$3,000  was  paid  out  in  such  ^ants  in  iJlS 

♦  I.P  nlnl t  \""'""1.'^  ^'''^  «t?"^iard  of  Uve  stodc  in  New  Ontario 
the  Department  j.iMcha.ses  suitable  cattle  and  ships  them  in  car 
lots   0  the  north,  where  .hey  are  sold  to  the  fanners  at  cost 

uuring  the  tlireatencd  sliortage  of  concentrated  cattle  food 
ns  an  outcome  <.f  the  war.  the  Department  pure  mscd  late  stock 
winch  was  stored  at  available  points,  and  thus  ilned  a  W 

Co-operation  Encouraged 

,  Supplementing  the  efforts  of  the  Department  to  increase  and 
improve  pi-oduction.  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subTect  of 
inarketmg  and  distributing  farm  products  The  Co^operalion 
and  Maikets  Branch  has  done  a  great  deal  of  pLeer  work  iS 
encouraging  the  farmers  to  work  on  a  sound  financial  basis  Th^ 
nmst  outstanding  evidence  of  the  success  o?  thTs  work  rthe  eo 

tX  Ontarr'^f'"'''  V  ^^°^'  PT  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  conneeSon  wUh 
l^nini  7  ^r^  bleeders'  Association.  During  1918  over 
$o00.000  of  wool  was  graded  and  marketed  in  this  way,  the  price 
obtained  being  considerably  more  than  what  would  have  beS 
received  had  the  farmei^  sold  individually,  aiTd  eveir  ftrme? 
whether  a  member  of  the  Association  or  not  i^eceived  Se  St 
of  the  work  of  the  Department  along  this  line 
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There  are  now  over  1200  fanner's  organizations  in  the 
Province,  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  co-operative  buying 
and  selling.  These  include  farmer's  clubs,  live  stock  shipping 
associations,  egg  circles,  peoples'  banks,  cooperative  creameries 
and  warehouses. 

The  Director  of  the  Co-operation  and  Markets  Branch  is  an 
expert  along  this  line,  who  gives  freely  all  the  assistance  in  an 
educational  way  that  is  necessary,  especially  disseminating  in- 
formation as  to  methods  of  organization,  principles  of  co-opera- 
tion, studying  of  markets,  etc. 

Drainage  Work 

A  new  system  of  conducting  drainage  surveys  has  been 
established  by  the  Department.  Four  men  are  employed,  one 
located  at  Guelph,  one  at  Hamilton,  one  at  Chatham,  and  a 
director  in  charge  at  the  central  office  at  Guelph.  Applications 
for  drainage  surveys  are  made  through  the  municipalities  and 
the  municipalities  issuse  debentures  for  the  cost  of  the  work 
which  are  financed  by  the  Provincial  Treasurer.  Since  1906  wlien 
this  work  started  2,033  surveys  liave  been  made,  covering  141,272 
acres,  and  17,247  miles  of  drain  have  been  laid.  A  total  of  526 
demonstrations  were  held. 

With  the  readjustment  of  social  conditions  consequent  upon 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  Hearst  Government  is  aggresively 
moving  toward  an  immense  improvement  in  tl.e  conditions  sur- 
rounding farm  life.  At  the  last  session  of  the  liCgislature  an  Act 
was  passed  to  provide  for  consolidated  schools,  i.e.,  for  the 
grouping  of  several  schools  at  one  centre  to  enable  larger  at- 
tendance of  pupils,  more  higlily  trained  teachers,  better  scliool 
facilities,  and  the  development  of  soeia-l  spirit  among  the 
scholars.    For  this  purpose  $100,000  was  voted  by  the  Legislature. 

The  extension  of  agricultural  education  in  the  liigh  schools 
of  the  Province  has  been  so  rapid  that  in  1919  $111,000  will  be 
applied  by  the  Government  for  this  purpose.  Only  a  few  years 
ago  the  grant  of  $40,000  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  for 
agricultural  education  in  the  schools,  but  this  year  that  amount 
is  being  supplemented  by  $71,000  of  provincial  fujids.  and  several 
county  councils  have  adopted  the  unusual  course  of  making 
grants  as  well. 

In  1911  agriculture  was  taught  in  only  337  schools;  in  1918 
it  was  taught  in  1,020. 

Horticulture 

This  station  was  started  thirteen  years  ago  for  experimental 
work  with  fruit  and  vegetables.  Orchard  planting  \.as  begun 
in  1908  and  tree  planting  some  time  later.  At  present  there  are 
about   150  acres  under  cultivation.     Valuable  experinents  are 


no«-  noucr  wny.    Six  sdentificfllly  trained  men  arc  enmloved 

of  «.Ml.,s  ^v«v^  The  CNpcn.liture  on  this  work  in  ms  was  $156 194 

api.ropnntio.,  for  Apiculture  since  1918.  $1  1  58  i«ed  for 

.  .•.!:.■.,.„  turo  h;,ve  received  u  f:r;,nt  fron,  the  l)epa,tnient     For 
v^o,k  uM.ler  ihc  F.;tut  Pests  Act.  .l!l9.:]77  was  expcndedTust  year 

oxpninci.ts  of  alJ  kin.Is  rf  demonstrations  and  inspection  of 
.Mrser,c.s  -Mul  orchards.  Since  1914  five  apple  orchaVsTfrom  two 
to  t  uce  hundred  trees  enc!-.  in  difTerenl  parts  of  the  Provinr 
.:nc  hccn  operated  by  this  branch  to  try  out  various  methods  of 
l.run.n,^  trees,  cu1ti^ation  and  crop  h.ndlins.  While  t Ids  liie 
7  work  was  senr.usly  interfered  with  l,y  the  war  owin!'  t„  be 
wiM.'V'  ?  '•:V'-r'''\'  '':  ""''^'^'^y  ^^'■^"'"•'«"  l-ospitalsTn  E,?rope 
from  now  oil.''       '"      "  '"*'"'''"  '"  '""^^""^  ^''«  experimen^ts 

Ccnmunity  Halls 

,.„it.'^'  *•''!  ^*f*  ^T"*'""  "^  ^^'^  Legislature  the  Minister  of  Aeri- 
c  mnnni\'f^flT''-^  '^  '"oasuie  to  provide  for  the  ereetion%f 
community  halls  ui  ruial  districts.  AVith  the  develoBmcnt  nf 
the  institute  work  of  the  Department  and  lee tures  various  in 
stitutes  and  other  forms  of  instruction,  as  well  as  the  movin.. 
].icturc  service  which  has  now  hecon.e  so  popula?!  the  ^eed  ^f 
proper  meeting  places  in  rural  dist.ict.s,  \vhere  no  halls  are 
provided,  has  btcome  nppaient.     The  sum  of  $20,000  Avas  sot 

S'h  th'c  h;;rir'''--  J'r  "'"'"^'^'ity  secures\he  lan/upo, 
A  hich  the  bu  Idnig  IS  to  be  erected,  with  an  athletic  field  adjoin- 
Jiig.  and  for  the  ercHion  of  the  hall  the  Department  advances  anv 

JroMwl'S  '"  '^■'-f  •''•  /^'••^«'!-V"-'^=^V  ennuiries  have  beenTeceived 
from  people  wishing  to  participate  in  this  scheme 

Duiing    the    war    there    were    5G0,O0    more    acres    cul- 

o  .^/"t  '",  ??''"''^  *''^'^  '"  nny  similar  period  before 
he  vai.     The  total  acreage  m  field  crops  reached  the  highest 

point  ,n  the  history  of  the  Province  in  1918,  aggregating  over 
JM,  nul  .on  acrcr.     Furthermore,  records    Avere    e.stabSfed    fn 

the  vield  per  acre  of-Spring  Wheat  at  22.3  busiiels  per  acre, 
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Barley  at  2C.7  and  Oats  at  4r,A.  h\  tlic  matter  of  values  tl.e 
liRiircs  are  equally  favorable,  as  the  following  coinpaiisoii  will 
show : 

3  ^1  - $1  r,^.4or,.2rr. 

ly^y :5fi  l,o:i7.(il7 

The  total  value  of  the  field  ciops  in  Ontario  for  llic  past  four 
ycai-s  exceeded  the  total  value  for  the  previous  four  vears  Iiv 
$:iC8.779,(;4(;.  '  ^ 

This  refers  only  to  field  crops,  in  addition  there  sliould  he 
considered  the  tremendous  production  in  live  stock  and  dairy 
products. 

Roads 

The  importance  of  good  roads  as  a  factor  in  Ihc  economic 
development  of  the  Province  has  heeu  an  estahiishe<l  i)art  of  die 
policy  of  the  Government,  llijrhway  improvement  has  nnde 
remaikable  advances  under  the  Hearst  athninistrutlon.  .\n  out- 
standing feature  of  that  policy  is  seen  not  al«»nc  in  the  cnl.irgo<l 
expenditures  on  road  construction  from  year  to  year,  hut  in  :!ie 
inc-cased  percentage  in  the  amount  given  by  ire  Covcriwuent  for 
liighway  betterment. 

Good  roads  are  recognized  as  among  the  most  important  of 
a  country's  assets.  An  effort  has  been  made  i.i  Ontario  to  pc-rfort 
a  sjrstem  of  organization  and  as.<!istance  that  will  bo  cf|uilable, 
efficient  and  financially  stable,  and  at  the  same  time  be  Xh".  n!e:  ns 
of  extending  the  benefit  of  goo<I  roads  to  every  section  of  tho 
Province.  That  the  Government  is  succeedins:  in  this  ob.jo«'t  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Surveyor  and  Municipal  IJigineer,  a  leading 
authoi-ity  on  municipal  affaiis  in  Great  Dritain,  which,  in  a  re- 
view of  Ontario  highway  legislation  says:: 

*  It  will  be  obserred  that  not  only  ha»  tlie  pitneiplc  of  rnnln  roadu  b«ln»r  mnpldprnl 
■•  a  national  charge  been  recoKnizcd.  but  that  a  fnirly  olalorkie  KVBtcm  of  >rra<lim»«l 
eharifes  l,etwe«>n  township,  county  and  i.rovinte.  with  joint  coniml.  ha<  I  ."en  i-et  up. 
Thus,  bctnnmnjr  with  statute  laJor.  ax  this  country  di.l.  Xh-  Trovinre  of  Ontario  hn^ 
arrived  earlier  at  the  n^ul  of  c<iuitnblp  hirhway  finnnre.  Thr  o>:>ip-pIe.  in  it*  hmnd 
lines.  Is  one  which  mlitht  well  be  considerfd  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
plan   in  tho  Mother  Country." 

A  Comprehensivo  Plan 
Following  an  investigation  and  report  l)y  the  Pulilic  IJnads 
and  Highways  Commission,  appointed  in  lOi:].  tho  Covormiipnt 
annoimced  its  plan  and  secured  its  ciulorscnicnt  in  legisl;iti.»n. 
The  Department  of  Highways  was  created,  prosi(!ctl  over  liv  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Highways,  with  n  Depiitv  Minister 
of  Highways  in  immediate  charge.  Under  the  i)lan  adopted  tlnMO 
are  main  clas.«!es  of  roads,  namely: 

Provincial  highways— Toward  the  constnu'tion  of  whifh 
the  Government  pays  70  per  cent,  and  the  mnnifipnl- 
ities  30  per  cent.  The  cost  of  maintenance  is  ditribulotl 
on  a  similar  basis. 
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County  provuicial  roads-To  these  the  Gtoverrment  con- 
tributes  60  per  cent,  of  the  cost  and  the  county  40 
with  maintenance  in  the  same  proportion. 

County  roads— To  these  the  Government  contributes  40 
per  cent,  of  the  cost,  and  the  county  60  per  cent.,  the 
county  making  the  entire  expenditure.  Maintenance 
IS  m  the  same  proportion. 

Township  roads — 

«,K  \^^^^®^*  *°  municipalities  of  over  10,000  population  a 
rnJnir  ^T.r^  ^'  ^^""^t'^^'  ^^^  t°^^^d  the  construction  of 
Zl^..^\l^%^  ^""^^  *^®  ^^^^°  municipalities  contribute  30 
per  cent,  and  the  Government  70  per  cent. 

nnf,Sf*^^  approximately  there  are  58,000  miles  of  roads  in 
?bout  innS*  S'^^M  °^  '°^^'  '^^'""^^^  ^"'^  *h«  «o^"ty  system  is 
matelv  aSX'  T>.'  ""'^ -^'  -1  P^^^ '^^1  ^^^ty  roads  is  approxi- 
Sesli  iS^h         P''°^"^'^l  highway  system  will  be  about  500 

frnJ^  Government  spends  on  roads  not  only  the  entire  revenue 
from  motor  vehicle  licenses  but  a  large  amount  in  addition  out 

Spi^  JT  ^?rT'/^  *^^  Province.  The  whole  system  is 
designed  to  provide  the  farmer  with  main  market  roads. 

.r.A  TJ^iml®''*^*'''"!  °''  highway  impro-.  tment  in  Ontario  to  the 

A  Fair  Return  of  Revenue 

*1  gnn'^nnJf^^TT,*^®  revenue  from  motor  vehicle  Ucenses  was 
?W  ?i?  ^^^  principle  has  been  adopted  by  the  Government 
that  the  revenue  from  nutomobile  licenses  should  be  applied  to 
nu-al  mam  roads  comprised  largely  in  county  road  systems  as 
JLilf  PJ^ovmcial  highways.  In  this  way  the  fund  is  turned 
back  to  the  rural  districts  in  an  equitable  manner.  While  the 
Government  undertakes  the  entire  cost  of  the  administration  of 
the  motor  license  branch,  tlie  municipalities  on  the  one  hand 

and  on  the  other  secures  the  more  far-reaching  result  of  improved 
Mghwjivs  made  possible  by  the  annual  expenditure  of  this  large 

When  the  present  Government  came  into  office  owing  to  lack 
of  encouragement  and  adequate  state  co-operation  very  few 
counties  had  adopted  a  good  road  scheme.  To-day  every  county 
in  the  Province  has  responded  to  the  generous  proposals  of  the 
Government.  A  large  part  of  the  provincial  highway  system  has 
already  been  designated  and  work  is  going  ahead  rapidly 
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